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of simple enthusiasm for freedom and justice with a facile
rationalism characteristic of his period to a realization that the
social problem demanded a study both of the religious, moral,
and social character and beliefs of peoples and of the different
philosophies and sciences themselves.

Before estimating the importance of this historical and philo-
sophical approach to the problem and of the importance of
Rousseau's work, we must briefly describe the work of the most
important representative of this school, Hegel.1

The foundation of Hegel's moral philosophy is freedom. To
understand this we must turn to metaphysical speculation.
Hegel was convinced of the Christian doctrine that the universe
is rational. Everything in it must fit together in terms of a
common purpose. Therefore the world as the human being
perceives it, the world of brute contingent facts, can only be a
partial aspect, an abstraction. Its reality lies in its hidden
rationality. But this rationality is by no means entirely hidden.
It can be thought out, and the meaning of the universe is
unfolded as individual minds find their way more or less success-
fully among the clues in it which reveal the work of the inner
Spirit of which it is a manifestation. Everything which is, or
can be, the object of thought must fit into the whole or
Absolute. The whole is not an addition of detached pieces, it
is more like an organism in which each part lives a life in har-
mony with every other part, all being subordinated to the
purpose of the whole. It is wrong to think of mind and matter,
subject and object, as wholly distinct. Matter is ordering or
relating, mind expressing itself outwardly: mind is the inner
constitution of matter, the meaning in it.2 The key to the rationr
ality of the universe is obtained by noticing the way in which
our minds when thinking of the material which is presented to
them succeed in fitting the apparently disparate and contra-

1  For an account of the relation of Rousseau to Kant and Hegel, read chapter ix
ofBosanquet's The Philosophical Theory of the State.

2  It is impossible to give an adequate account of Hegel's metaphysics in a few
sentences.   This rough description is only intended to give the reader who is
unacquainted with his thought a general idea so that he may understand the
presuppositions of his political philosophy.